Categories of family-mediated abuse and neglect of elderly persons.
The records of 22 cases of family-mediated abuse and neglect of elderly persons were retrospectively reviewed by the physician and nurse responsible for their care using a modification of the OARS Multidimensional Functional Assessment form. Cases were divided into three categories: Category I cases (n = 4) involved extremely impaired elders who received extensive care from the individuals responsible for the abuse or neglect. Category II cases (n = 9) involved impaired elders who received inadequate or intermittent care. Category III cases (n = 9) involved independent elders whose only care needs resulted from threats or violence from relatives. Among the statistically significant differences found between these categories were the age of the abuser, the manifestations of abuse or neglect, the interventions offered, the durations of abuse, and the outcomes of the cases. The results suggest that these three categories represent different subgroups of abused and neglected elderly persons, all with different implications for identification, intervention, and outcome.